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In an unprecedented turn of events that concluded Friday afternoon, Julie McBurney and Pimped 
Out Pepto made Pacific Coast history when they took possession of the 2008 Non-Pro Derby 
Championship. Less than five months ago, the pair earned the 2007 PCCHA Non-Pro Futurity 
Championship - and, with this new Derby title in their pocket, they have garnered consecutive wins 
that no other Non-Pro horse and rider team has ever accomplished. McBurney, who has said her 
biggest challenge is often warding off the intimidation of showing against top, proven Non-Pro 
riders…has now become one 
of them. 
Julie and her roan gelding by 
Peptos Stylish Oak and out of 
Doc, Doc, Doc, by Son Ofa 
Doc, delivered a 220 run in 
Friday’s final round of the 
Non-Pro Derby, swooping the 
respective Non-Pro and Non-
Pro Gelding divisions of the 
class. McBurney, however, 
heaps a huge amount of credit 
on the shoulders of trainer, 
Shad Platt. “I got to know his 
daughter, Kilee, in 2006 when I 
was hauling in the $50K Am 
and she was hauling in the 
$20K,” she said. “Before I 
began riding with Shad, I really didn’t get it…I didn’t really understand the true objective in the pen. 
I was always told to mirror or block the cow; but Shad taught me how to control the cow. He taught 
me to ride offensively and not walk in there being afraid of what I’m doing. I understand now that 
you’ve got to be in control, instead of letting that cow push you around.” (Continued on page 2)… 
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Beginning at 9 am             Beginning at 9 am    

Chris Cox Clinic/Demo       Jr Youth Sch Cutting 
1pm Gelding StakesSale         Sr Youth Sch Cutting  
Performance Horse Sale       Ranch Inv. Cutting–Top  5 
PCCHA Trainer’s Dinner           $200k NP Derby - F INALS 
Youth Benefit Auction                   Open 7Up – FINALS 
Open Cl/Ch - FINALS 
OPEN DERBY - FINALS 



(McBurney cont.) 
“Since I’ve been with Shad, I’ve been winning. He’s really changed my style of riding, and he’s just 
the best…and I have a great horse now,” said Julie of the gelding she dubbed with his unique name 
when she purchased him this past August. “I just don’t like generic names. I like geldings to have 
namesthat stand out!” 
Julie began riding cutting horses in 1997, a Montana Doc mare she 
purchased from Gene and Joe Suiter and showed in the $2K Limit 
class for a short ten months. She then sold that mare and used the 
proceeds to purchase a Grays Starlight stallion named Starlight 
Angelina, the horse she rode to the 2006 PCCHA $50K Amateur 
Year-End Championship. 
Julie and husband, Vince, live in Burbank, California, where she 
owns tanning salons and he has a concrete construction business. It 
is also where Julie grew up, just down the street from the city’s 
equestrian center, the former home of the PCCHA major events. 
“I’ve just learned so much this past year,” emphasized McBurney.  
“I’ve felt inferior in the past, because I haven’t been doing this that 
long, especially compared to a lot of people out there.” She added, 
“My biggest thing is to be confident going down there, and not 
worrying about where I draw, or who I’m showing against…to 
know that I have a good horse, and that I show good enough to be
competitive.”… I think that about sums it up for all of us, Julie.  
                                                                                                                                     Julie McBurney is the first Non-

Pro rider to ever win consecutive 
PCCHA  Futurity & Derby titles on 
the same horse. 

NON-PRO DERBY FINALS 

1.  Julie McBurney Pimped Out Pepto 220.0 $ 5,120.00 
2.  Jill Long  A Little Bit Reycy 216.5 $ 4,668.00 
3.  Stephanie Larrabee Malibu Cash  215.0 $ 4,215.00 
4.  Sandy Bonelli Shake Me Loose 209.0 $ 3,763.00 
5.  Carol Ward  Rumsmal Doll  195.0 $ 3,310.00 
6.  Dana Heinrich Somebodys Lookin 192.0 $ 2,858.00 
7.  Kathy Hauenstein Ms Cinnamon D Light    0.0 $ 2,159.00 
7.  Jeff Barnes  Oaks On The Skyline     0.0 $ 2,159.00 

NON-PRO DERBY GELDING DIVISION FINALS 

1.  Julie McBurney Pimped Out Pepto 220.0 $ 740.00 
2.  Dana Heinrich Somebodys Lookin 192.0 $ 443.00 
3.  Monte Lamb AKA Grey Dawg 180.0 $ 296.00 

NON-PRO DERBY SENIOR DIVISION FINALS 

1.  Randy Lynn Hesa Hollie Oakie 213.0 $1,892.00 
2.  Bonnie Martin Cee Dee Royal Tee 212.0 $1,262.00 
3.  Frank Martin Pepto Tootie 208.0 $       0.00 
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Janet Westfall’s ride to the Non-Pro Classic Challenge 
Championship was a sentimental one. Her mount, Smart 
Like Jeep, is the only stallion by Genuine Jeep…her and 
husband Russ’ stallion that had to be put down this past 
September. 
“When I saw my score, I got pretty choked up because I 
thought about Jeep,” said Westfall of her 222 marked in the 
final round on Friday. “I’m still not really over the loss of 
him.”  
Janet wasn’t born into a horse-laden family, so her climb to 
success in the sport of cutting also seems significant. Born 
to a Southern California “city family,” she surprisingly had 
“horse” in her blood from the get-go. “I just always loved 
horses,” said Janet. “When I was little and most girls were 
playing with dolls, I was pretending I was a horse! When I 
was 4 or 5 years old, I got a pony for Christmas...next door 
to us was a man with a ranch full of ponies. During 
summers, I’d get up at 4am and hang out there all day.” 
Janet went on to show ponies for years in every event under 
the sun. She later showed pleasure horses, and then moved 
on to snaffle bit futurity horses, where she realized she 
loved working cattle. By the mid-80’s, she was showing 
cutting horses. And, when she married husband/trainer  

Russ Westfall in 1997, she had nearly $10k 
in earnings. Since then, her success has been 
plentiful. This past December, Janet was 
inducted into the NCHA Rider Hall of 
Fame, with earnings exceeding $628,000! 
Admitting that she still feels the challenge to 
get “cut clean” when she walks in the show 
pen, Westfall said, “Sometimes it’s hard to 
be smooth and aggressive at the same time. 
Cattle these days aren’t like they used to 
be.” Janet believes her most valuable 
experience has come when sorting cattle at 
home in wide open spaces. “We used to run 
cattle on a big property we leased next to 
our ranch. Russ would have me go sort out 
all the black cattle from a herd out on 
pasture. I noticed that this really helped me 
a lot,” she remembered.  

(Continued on page 4)… 



(Westfall continued)… 
Janet recalls a particular instance in the show pen that called on that experience. At the 1998 NCHA 
Super Stakes, she placed third on a Genuine Jeep mare, and she credits the time sorting cattle for the 
win. “I remember in the finals being a little bit nervous on my first cut, and I was thinking ‘just 
pretend you’re out in your pasture driving out the blacks.’ And, that’s what I did…and I still look at 
that video and think that was one of my best cuts ever.” 
Friday’s performance was not too shabby, either. The pair earned their 222 working last in the final set 
of the Non-Pro Classic Challenge, and they had a pretty pushy second cow. “The cattle have been 
good all week…I just drew last and all the best cows had been cut. I didn’t think my second cow was 
going to be that bad. It just kept eating on me and wouldn’t turn away,” said Wesfall. “But, my horse 
is named appropriately…he is really smart about a cow. I was thinking to myself, just let him calculate 
it and don’t over-ride. He’s a very consistent horse that doesn’t take much work. So, I just let him go 
do his job.”

NON-PRO CLASSIC CHALLENGE FINALS 

1   Janet Westfall Smart Like Jeep 222.0  $ 6,565.00 
2.  Tracy Taylor Ill Be Invincable 217.0  $ 5,932.00 
3.  Janet Trefethen Rickies My Dad 216.0  $ 5,299.00 
4.  Randy Lynn Hesa Hollie Oakie 213.0  $ 4,666.00 
5.  Bonnie Martin Cee Dee Royal Tee 212.0  $ 4,032.00 
6.  Sam Nevis   Dualin Magic  209.0  $ 3,399.00 
7.  Erin Bimat  Call Me Miracle Babe 208.0  $ 2,449.50 
7.  Frank Martin Pepto Tootie  208.0  $ 2,449.50 
8.  David Booth Highbrow Lady Bingo206.0  $ 1,500.00 

$200k NON-PRO CLASSIC CHALLENG FINALS 

1.  Tom De Regt Mesoke  222.0  $ 5,935.00 
2.  Tracy Taylor Ill Be Invincable 216.0  $ 5,381.00 
3.  Catherine Lamb Just As Smart  214.0  $ 4,826.00 
4.  Cody Erwin Smart Sugar Merada 213.0  $ 4,272.00 
5.  Sam Nevis   Dualin Magic  202.0  $ 3,717.00 
6.  Michael Flashman Sues Stylish Babe 199.0  $ 3,163.00 
7.  Roni Tanner Boo Lou Cat  198.0  $ 2,609.00 
8.  Ron Davis  Rd Bud Light  194.0  $ 2,054.00  
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Mesoke, a 6 year-old mare by Smart Little Lena and out of the 
good Bar H Ranch mare, Smokin Dually, by Dual Pep, was guided 
by  owner Tom De Regt to the top of a tough group of Non-Pro 
competitors Friday morning when they marked a fancy 222 to earn 
the $200K Non-Pro Classic Challenge title.

Purchased by DeRegt as a yearling in the NCHA Select Yearling 
Sale, Mesoke also carried Tom to the 2006 PCCHA Non-Pro 
Derby win. Trained by Richard Andersen, the mare has won over 
$50,000 in her career, while DeRegt is a veteran cutter with over 
$195,000 in NCHA earnings over the past ten years. 

Their 222 in Friday’s final round was a result of several factors, 
according to DeRegt. “We had about a half dozen cows we could 
cut,” he said. “The mare just has a ton of cow and a ton of ‘try’ and 
is just one of the smartest mares. She isn’t as physical as some, but 
makes up for it with style and heart.” 

Tom doesn’t ride as much these 
days as he has in the past; but 
rather spends a good amount of 
time being chauffer and groom to 
his 16-year-old daughter, Taylor, 
who competes on the highschool 
rodeo circuit and is hoping to 
show this weekend in the Youth 
cutting at the Derby. Tom is a 
real estate developer, residing in 
lovely Carmel, California. He 
has three children…a son in the 
banking business in San 
Francisco, and a son that is a 
junior at Cal Poly in San Luis 
Obispo.

        Tom DeRegt and Mesoke marked a 222 to win the $200K NP Classic/Challenge. 



$50K AMATEUR CLASSIC CHALLENGE FINALS 

1.  Bob Williams Sequestrator  219.0 $2,604.00 
2.  Catherine Davis Simon Starlight 218.5 $2,381.00 
3.  Carol Jenkins Taris Mate  214.0 $2,159.00 
4.  Dicki Lavine Master Tangy Peppy 211.0 $1,936.00 
5.  Dana Westbrook Cats Master Remedy 206.0 $1,713.00 
6.  Janeen Sanchietti Cat Can Dual  204.0 $1,491.00 
7.  Norm Nelson Cee Dee Fly  195.0  $1,268.00 
8.  Jerry Erwin  Dual Claudia Nic 000.0 $   934.00 
8.  Darlene Vollmer Hickorys Big Injun 000.0 $   934.00 

BOB  WILLIAMS  &  SEQUESTRATOR 
CLAIM  $50K  AMATEUR  

CLASSIC  CHALLENGE 

Bob Williams, of Red Bluff, Ca, racked up his second aged event win 
on Sequestrator, when the team marked a 219 Friday morning to earn 
the $50K Amateur Classic Challenge title. Back in September, 
Williams also rode the gelding by Somebody Smart to the $Amateur 
Derby win in Rancho Murieta.

Drawing up first in both the preliminary and final rounds of the event, 
Williams earned his highest score in the finals working just two cows, 
and credits trainer Todd Bimat with his good fortune. “Todd trains a 
horse so good, that it wasn’t just me out there,” said a humble 
Williams. “I think any reasonable rider could look good on the horse 
and have done what I did today!” 



NON-PRO 7UP FINALS 

1.  Jerry Erwin  Royally Smart Cat 222.0 $ 4,636.00 
2.  Sandy Bonelli Shakin Rondee 221.0 $ 3,988.00 
3.  Jeff Barnes  Spooky Catmando 218.0 $ 3,340.00 
4.  Debbie Day Docs Cooper  215.0 $ 2,693.00 
5.  Vicky Jacobs FI Mighty Oak 214.5 $ 2,045.00 
6.  Emily Jones Fancy Rondee  211.5 $ 1,398.00
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Jerry Erwin marked a great 
big 222 Friday afternoon 
aboard Royally Smart Cat, 
the 9 year oldHighbrow Cat 
gelding he purchased from 
Mark Broeckel. “I have a 
lot of confidence in Willy,” 
said Erwin. “I don’t have so 
much confidence when I’m 
riding my aged event 
horses.” But, Jerry and 
Kathy Erwin’s aged event 
horses aren’t any slouches. 
The couple own Dual 
Claudia Nic, the mare their 
trainer, Todd Bimat, rode to 
the 2006 PCCHA Open 
Futurity Championship.

          Trainer Todd Bimat (left) and Non-Pro 7Up Champion, Jerry Erwin. 

Bimat, who had two champion customers on Friday, has also been a huge asset to Jerry as a coach. “I’ve 
definitely got to give Todd a lot of credit,” admitted Erwin, who was Bimat’s second champion of the 
day, following Bob Williams in the $50K Amateur Classic Challenge. “Todd stays real calm,” added 
Jerry. “And, he’s a good teacher, which is what I really need right now. Erin, Trent and Eva have also 
been a big help.”
Jerry and Royally Smart Cat are fresh off their win during the $20K Non-Pro class at the NCHA World 
Finals in Amarillo, after qualifying to compete in very few shows. The pair arrived at the finals in the 
45th position and, after three top runs, finished up 8th in the standings! 
Friday’s 222 performance, however, represents the highest score Erwin has marked yet in his five year 
cutting career. He credits his son, Cody, with getting the family involved in cutting. Cody was a finalist, 
finishing 4th in the $200K Non-Pro Classic Challenge on Friday. Erwin is in the Senior Housing and 
Development business where he and Kathy live in Richfield, Washington.  

Daily Cutter Editor ~ Sheri Forrest
Email: sheri@sheriforrest.com   


